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<?xml version="1.0"?>
<!DOCTYPE topic PUBLIC "-//OASIS//DTD DITA Topic//EN" "topic.dtd">
<!-- Created with XMetaL (http://www.xmetal.com) -->
<topic id="topic_AEBD721B0A9F42D496641068F21C49E1">

<title>Dynamic Rendering of DITA into XHTML</title>
<shortdesc>This topic describes the concept of dynamic transformation of DITA 

content on a Web server into XHTML for delivery to any Web browser.</shortdesc>
<body><p>In many cases, Help content is best delivered as HTML. For content 

authored in DITA, the process is typically to transform the content into HTML (or, more 
likely, XHTML), and then transfer the output files to a Web browser. In some cases, it 
may be desirable to host the DITA source files on the Web server, and use server-side 
processing to dynamically transform the content to HTML when a browser requests the 
information.</p><section 
id="section_A3BBDC6F66144C8B9BF6C9C4C9C0B8EF"><title>Overview</title><p>W
hen DITA content is transformed to a delivery format through the DITA Open Toolkit, or 
another publishing process, the result is a collection of deliverable files that also need to 
be managed. The deliverable files (typically XHTML) must be copied to a Web server for 
delivery. When the source content changes, the output has to be re-generated, and then 
copied once more to the Web server.</p><p>Most Web servers support some sort of 
server-side processing technology; examples are ASP.Net, PHP and JSP. Many of 
these technologies are XML-aware, and are capable of handling dynamic XSL-T 
transformations.</p><p>It is possible to set up a system whereby Help content, written 
and stored in DITA format, is stored on a server, and then dynamically transformed into 
HTML for delivery.</p></section>
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MinimalismMinimalism
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Other Help Cycles

Other Help cyclesOther Help cycles
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Window cyclesWindow cycles

Reference
How to

Help

Windows 3.1 HelpHTML Help

Windows 95 Help 
(WinHelp 4)

Pane cyclesPane cycles

Single Pane

Windows 3.1 HelpWindows Vista Help Tri-pane

HTML Help (Windows 98+)
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Link cyclesLink cycles
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Navigation cyclesNavigation cycles
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…and others

Guided Help

One of CNET's “top 5 things I love about Windows Vista”
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"The goal is not to optimize reuse;
the goal is to optimize the delivery of 
clear, correct, and complete information 
to the user."

Mark Baker
Analecta Communications Inc.

Questions?Questions?

Contact me at 
matthew@ellisonconsulting.com


