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What we’ll cover in this session 

 Essential features of mobile UA 
 Delivery formats 
 Responsive vs. Adaptive design 
 Generating mobile UA from: 
• RoboHelp 
• Flare 
• Doc-To-Help 
• WebWorks ePublisher 
• Author-it 
• DITA 



Essential features of mobile UA 

 Re-flowable text 
 Little or no horizontal scrolling 
 Single pane 
 Easy-to-read text 
 Easy-to-tap links 
 Navigation support 

(contents, index, search) 
 No dependency on Flash or complex 

scripting 



Delivery formats 

 Web 
 
 EPUB / Kindle 

 
 [ Apps ] 



Responsive vs. Adaptive design 

 Responsive 
• Single set of content files in output 
• Content reflows and transforms 

smoothly as size of browser/device 
window is changed 

 Adaptive Design 
• Separate content files for different 

device types 
• Single launch URL with redirect to 

appropriate content pages 



Responsive 



Adaptive 



RoboHelp… 



Generating mobile UA from RoboHelp 

Publishing options: 

 [ WebHelp ] 

 Multiscreen HTML5 

 Responsive HTML5 

 EPUB 3 

 [ Native Mobile App ] 
 



Multiscreen HTML5 – how does it work? 

300x300 – 
900x1200 
Android 

200x200 – 
768x1024 

iPad 

1024x768 – 
99999x99999 

Screen Profiles Screen Layouts 



Editing a Screen Layout 



Setting up the Responsive HTML5 output 



Editing a Responsive Layout 

Clickable 
buttons 

Great 
embedded 

UA 



Media Queries 



Media Queries 



Flare… 



Generating mobile UA from Flare 

Publishing options: 

 HTML5 (WebHelp 2) 

 [ WebHelp Mobile ] 

 EPUB 



Enabling responsive output in HTML5 skin 

Breakpoints 
between different 

Media types 



Editing HTML5 layout (Styles in skin) 

Styles cascade: 
Web > Tablet > Mobile 



Media Queries 

 No built-in support in Flare's  
style sheet editor 
 
 You can manually enter required code, 

for example: 
 
@media only screen and  
max-width: 767px) 
{ 
 a { font-size: 200%; } 
} 



Doc-To-Help… 



Generating mobile UA from Doc-To-Help 

Publishing options: 

 Responsive NetHelp 



Setting up the responsive output 

Select the 
Responsive theme 



Transforming tables 

4 options for presenting tables: 
 
 None 

 
 ColumnToggle 

 
 Reflow 

 
 Auto 

End-users select 
columns they want 

to see 

Presented as series 
of two-column tables 



Column Toggle 



Reflow (width greater than breakpoint) 



Reflow (width less than breakpoint) 



Changing the design of the skins 

 Use one of the three supplied style 
sheets 
 Creating your own style sheet in the 

jQuery Mobile Theme Roller 



WebWorks ePublisher… 



Generating mobile UA from WebWorks ePublisher  

Publishing options: 

 WebWorks Reverb 



WebWorks Reverb (responsive) 
Google Search 

technology 

Use commenting and 
feedback based on free 

Disqus platform 



Author-it… 



Generating mobile UA from Author-it 

Publishing options: 

 [ Web Help ] 

 TouchHelp 



TouchHelp 



DITA… 



Generating mobile UA from DITA Open Toolkit 

Option 1 
 Use the standard XHTML output 

transforms 
 Create a simple transform to convert 

the XHTML to: 
• EPUB 
• Kindle 
• jQuery Mobile 



Generating mobile UA from DITA Open Toolkit 

Option 2: 
 Use plugins such as: 
• dita4publishers 

(EPUB, Kindle, HTML5) 
 

 SuiteHelp 



Example 

 Transform DITA to Jekyll 
 Build Jekyll site with a Bootstrap template 



Third party DITA authoring/publishing tools 

 
 Oxygen XML Editor’s Mobile WebHelp 

 
 
 Antidot’s Fluid Topics 

 



Oxygen XML Editor’s Mobile WebHelp 



ANTIDOT’s Fluid Topics 



Publishing from DITA using a HAT 

 
 DITA -> Flare -> Responsive HTML5 

 
 DITA -> ePublisher -> WebWorks Reverb 



References and resources 

 http://www.responsinator.com/ 
 http://dita4publishers.sourceforge.net/ 
 http://blog.carlosevia.com/blog/2013/0

9/13/Bootstrapping-your-DITA/ 
 http://mobiledita.com/ 

 
 

http://www.responsinator.com/
http://dita4publishers.sourceforge.net/
http://blog.carlosevia.com/blog/2013/09/13/Bootstrapping-your-DITA/
http://blog.carlosevia.com/blog/2013/09/13/Bootstrapping-your-DITA/
http://mobiledita.com/


Matthew Ellison 

Questions? 

matthew@uaeurope.com 
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